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The Catfield News is an independent magazine with no affiliation to the 
Parish Council, Church or any other body. We are a self funded  

magazine, produced by a group of volunteers with the income from  
advertisers paying for the production costs. 

If you would like to view the Catfield News online 
 it can be found on the  
Parish  Council website  

https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk 
 

Useful Local Contacts  

Village Hall Booking Clerk  -  Elaine Smith  01692 580056 
                                                        elainesmith364@btinternet.com 
Catfield United Charities  -     Trustees 01692 660250 
                                                         enquiries@catfieldunitedcharities.uk 
Catfield Primary Academy  -  Emma Smithson, Senior Teacher 
                                                         01692 580568  
        office@catfield.norfolk.sch.uk 
Priest in Charge of The Waterside Benefice   -  Rev’d. Gary Noyes 
                                                        01692 678842   granoyes@gmail.com                         

CATFIELD NEWS Contacts 

https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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Local District Councillors 
Kevin Terrance Bayes 

kevin.bayes@north-norfolk.gov.uk 
Matthew Taylor  07557097597  

matthew.taylor@north-norfolk.gov.uk 

Local MP   
Steffan Aquarone   

Steff.aquarone.mp@parliament.uk 
02072197585 

Local County Councillor   
Matthew Taylor  07557097597  

matthew.taylor.cllr@north-norfolk.gov.uk 

Local Police 
PC Matthew Pritty  

Beat Manager   
Hoveton Police Stn 

Matthew.Pritty@Norfolk.Police.uk 

Helpful Information 

 

 
www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk 

 
 

LudhamSurgery  
Tel: 01692 678 611  

                                                                      
Stalham Green Surgery  

Tel: 01692 580 880 

Staithe Surgery Stalham    
www.staithesurgery.co.uk    01692 582000 

Surgery Hours                                       
Monday to Friday 8.30am  -  5.30pm        

Dispensary Hours       
Monday to Friday 8.45am  -  12.30pm  

                                                               2.30pm  -  5.30pm 

https://www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk/
https://www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk/
https://www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk/
https://www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk/
https://www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk/
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 Indoor Cycling   

Join us for an invigorating workout in Catfield village hall,  
Thursday evenings 6.45pm to 7.30pm.   

Bring a bottle of water and a small towel. You remain in control of your bike so 
you can set the resistance to the level that’s right for you. 

Then just cycle along to the music as the instructor guides you through the  
session. 

Class costs £7 and pre booking is required. 
Contact Sean Turner to book a bike. 

M: 07928 585838  Email: ptseanio@yahoo.com 

First Friday Coffee, Games & Chat 
Friday 5th June 10.30am onwards 

Come and join us for a coffee and chat and a game or two, 
followed by a light lunch. This is a free event and all are welcome. 

For more information contact Judith on 07826 848585  

Catfield Stitching Group 
Tuesday 9th & Tuesday 23rd June 

Catfield Village Hall, 2pm to 4pm 
We are a friendly group of like minded people, all sharing different levels of 
experience. If you, like us, enjoy stitching and sharing creative ideas, we would 
love you to join us. Please bring your own project (embroidery, knitting, crochet, 
patchwork or creative sewing).  

Please contact Pat Reid 07906 097007  
for more information. £2.00 per session.  

Tea, Coffee & Biscuits included 

 
What’s on in Catfield during June 

Catfield Higashi Karate Kai 
Saturdays 9:00 to 11:00 am  

Catfield Village Hall  
For more info or to book please call Dave on 07515 256092 

The Mobile Library will visit Catfield  
on Tuesday 9th June 

Thorn Road  -  14:35  -  14:55 
Village Hall  -  15:00  -  15:20 
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What’s on in Catfield during June 

Catfield Crafters 
Wednesday 24th June 

1pm—3pm Catfield Village Hall 
At each meeting members share new ideas and techniques as well as 

making two card projects. All tools and materials are supplied. The subs for 
each session are £3.00 which includes refreshments. New members al-

ways welcome. 
Contact Jennifer Banham on 01493 740560 

Parish Council Meeting 
                                     Catfield Village Hall 
                     Wednesday 24th June 7.00pm. 

Please check Parish Council website for Agenda.  

                     https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk   

Jumble Sale, Catfield Village Hall 
Saturday 27th June 

1pm till 4pm 

Open Mic Night 
Catfield Village Hall 

Tuesday 16th June, 7.30pm. 
Entry £3  BYO drinks and nibbles 

 BINGO  
Friday 19th June 

7pm, Catfield Village Hall 
£6 Raffle & Refreshements available during interval. Cash prize on last game! 

Father’s Day Fete, 
Old Rectory, Catfield 

Sunday  21st June  2pm  -  4pm 

https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/


6 

  
Chris Cook Art is taking 
part in North Norfolk    
Studios! From 23 May to 7 
June over 170 artists and 
makers across North   
Norfolk are opening up 
their studios to the public. 

 
I will be open Saturday 23rd, Sunday 24th, 
B/H Monday 25th and Saturday 30th and 
Sunday 31st May, 10 -5pm. 
 
Holly House, The Street, Catfield,   
NR29 5AZ. 
 
Original paintings, prints and cards. I paint 
in watercolour and oils, as well as       
printmaking. 
 
To find out which days each artist is     
exhibiting, take a look at the website 
www.northnorfolkstudios.co.uk or keep 
your eyes out for a free brochure. 

 

Sylvia is holding a Jumble Sale 

on  

Saturday 27th June 

in 

Catfield Village Hall 

1pm til 4pm 

 

If you have any jumble, bric-a-brac  

or tombola prizes,  

these can be left at Sylvia’s. No  7 Parker’s Close,  

or brought on the day to the village hall  

from 9.30am onwards. 

 

Proceeds from the day will be going towards   

the village hall. 

http://www.northnorfolkstudios.co.uk/
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Broadland Model Railway Club     
Since our last missive, we have been quite busy. “Broadland” was 
shown at the Norwich Model Railway Club event in Hellesdon as 
was a club member’s layout “Rampage” where it won “Best in 
Show”. “Herrington” was shown at the Swaffham Railway     
Reflections Event and just recently, another club member’s    
layout “Endeane” was shown at the Norfolk & Suffolk Narrow 

Gauge Modellers Open Day in Beccles. We certainly do get about! 
We have also held our Annual General Meeting, the entire committee was re-elected, 
the club finances are in good shape and we have plenty of plans for the future. 
We are a very active group and we are very fortunate in having 24/7 access to our 
club rooms, something few other clubs have. A number of us take advantage of this to 
work in a group or alone outside our regular sessions on a Tuesday and Friday      
evenings. It would be entirely   possible to have other sessions on other days to cope 
with the demands and full members can have keys so they can gain access at any 
time. 
Please do check our website for latest news and contact details if you wish to find out 
more about us and the opportunities to join us 

https://broadlandmodelrailwayclub.co.uk/ 

One liner:-   Kindness gives birth to Kindness 
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CATFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
WEDNESDAY 29th APRIL 2026 

 
Public Update 

 No issues raised but Councillor Harris advised that Sgt Graham Green would be 
joining the meeting to discuss the night-time deer shooting in Catfield. 

Sgt Graham Green 

 Councillor Harris thanked Sgt Green for his attendance at the Parish Council 
(PC) meeting and for his assistance with the night-time deer shooting. Sgt Green 
advised that there had been a decrease in the number of reports to the police 
and stressed that any incidents, unusual activity or shots being fired should be 
reported, ideally with a location and/or car description or registration, if possible. 
This can be reported anonymously. He explained that those shooting legally 
would always obtain the landowner’s permission, would submit the necessary 
documentation and would not be in large groups. There had been a recent 
change to the night-time deer shooting licence criteria. Sgt Green confirmed that 
PC Pritty had retired and that the police were in the process of recruiting his  
replacement. He concluded by asking the public to contact the police with any 
other general concerns they might have.  

Councillors Bayes and Taylor Update 

 District Councillor Matthew Taylor reported on a number of matters. There was 
no update regarding the proposed development at Lea Road. The majority of the 
Victory Housing issues, which he had previously reported, had now been       
rectified. Following an update on Store Galore from North Norfolk District Council 
(NNDC) planning department, he had requested a meeting with Mr Peacock to 
discuss the matter further. He also asked the PC and Catfield Action Team for 
any suggestions for the community action scheme.   

Councillor Price Update 

 Councillor Price advised that community funding sources will become available 
on the Norfolk County Council (NCC) website from June. This was Councillor 
Price’s last meeting due to retirement. The PC thanked him for his attendance at 
and contributions to the PC.  

Planning 

 PO/26/0036 – Land South of Lea Road Catfield – The erection of up to ten 
dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except 
access 

Councillor Harris advised that there was no update on the website and no other         
information was available. Councillor Snelling declared an interest. Councillor Briscoe 
had carried out some research and had confirmed, by email, to the other councillors that 
if the application is approved, the 10 houses will not count towards Catfield’s housing 
allocation of 39 dwellings in the Local Plan as Lea Road is within the defined settlement 
boundary of the village.  
Any other planning matters 

 3 Fenside Cottages, Fenside  
Councillor Briscoe had drafted a letter to NNDC advising them of the work that is being 
carried out on the site. The draft was re-circulated at the meeting and the letter was 
agreed. Clerk to send the letter to NNDC. 
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 Store Galore 
The PC had received an update on Store Galore after the agenda had been set, advising 
that Heras fencing is partially obstructing access to the site and is hindering the applicant 
for the planning permission from installing new security fencing and gates as stipulated in 
the conditions attached to the planning permission. Solutions as to how to resolve this 
problem were discussed by the PC and parishioners present at the meeting. It was 
agreed that Councillor Harris would draft a letter to NNDC putting forward a possible  
solution. 
Highways and Road Safety 

 Parish Partnership Scheme Bus Shelter Application 
The PC had been contacted by parishioners complaining of changes to the current bus 
route. District Councillor Taylor confirmed that he was not involved in any route planning. 
The new Konnectbus service does not stop outside the village hall, making bus users 
from the village hall side of the village walk around a dangerous, blind corner to the  
nearest stop. The PC had received an inadequate email from highways, which did not 
clearly explain the route change and so the PC, nor the public, were aware of the 
change. There had been inadequate notice and no consultation. It was agreed that the 
new route is unacceptable and must be changed. District Councillor Taylor has a     
meeting with Konnectbus to discuss the matter. Councillor Edwards will draft a letter for 
District Councillor Taylor to use at the meeting. 
Parishioners present requested that the proposed new bus shelter, on the opposite side 
of the road to the village hall be relocated a few metres along to stop buses from     
blocking their driveway. Councillor Edwards will discuss this with the parishioners. While 
the changed bus route is being discussed, the new bus shelter installation has been 
postponed.  

 Other Highways and Safety Matters 
Parking at Elderbush Lane. NCC Highways had advised that dangerous and obstructive 
parking should be reported to the police via their website or by calling 101.  
Councillor Bacon raised a concern about road obstructions at Watering Piece Lane. NCC 
Highways had previously advised the PC that they had contacted the homeowner, but 
the issue remained unresolved. Councillor Harris proposed that a request be made to 
NCC for a copy of NCC’s letter to the homeowner to be made available to the PC.  
Village Hall 

 Recreation Ground 
Councillor Edwards confirmed that a 20% deposit must be paid immediately – this was 
agreed. Once the materials and contractors are on site another 30% will need to be paid. 
The work is scheduled to begin on 17th June and will last for 9 days. Councillor Roberson 
will arrange the Heras fencing. Clerk to pay the deposit. Councillor Edwards to obtain a 
quote for ground cover under the remaining igloo.  

 Village Hall Renovations 
Nothing further to report at this stage. 

 Arrangements for management of Village Hall 
Application to Norfolk Community Action will be submitted when advised by Councillors 
Briscoe and Johnson. 

 Other Village Hall Issues 
Although the PC receives a small income from the glass recycling, due to the amount of 
glass around the bank, the locality next to the playground and the fact that household bin 
collections are changing, Councillor Harris proposed that the recycling bank be removed. 
Two Councillors voted against but the majority agreed. 
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Councillor Edwards stated that children are climbing onto the village hall roof and using it 
as a slide. A metal window frame was being used to access the roof. It was agreed that 
Councillor Snelling would dispose of the metal cage.  
Environmental 

 Catfield Action Team 
A report submitted by Councillor Briscoe, as secretary of CAT, was noted. 

 Butterfly Conservation and Catfield Fen  
The PC had received a letter from the Chairman of the Butterfly Conservation (BC)    
requesting clarification of matters relating to the Rond. Councillor Harris explained that 
the PC had legal obligations to assess all activity undertaken on the designated SSSI 
and consent had also to be obtained from Natural England (NE). He provided photos of 
cut reeds on the site to the other Councillors. Councillor Bacon declared an interest as, 
although not active, he is still listed as honorary warden. He explained the historic  
agreement that the BC had with the PC. Councillor Harris read a pre-drafted response to 
the BC, which he proposed that the PC accept, with the addition of answers to three  
specific questions. Councillor Bacon requested a recorded vote. 
In favour – Councillors Snelling, Dr Harris, Plowman, Harris, Edwards and Bunting. 
Against – Councillor Bacon. Abstentions – Councillors Roberson and Johnson. 

   Sandholes 
The PC were awaiting a third quote. Councillor Roberson proposed that once the third 
quote is received, the PC agree on a contractor before the next meeting if possible.  

 Other Environmental issues 
The PC had received an email from Norfolk Ramblers requesting a footpath audit.  
Councillor Bacon declared an interest as a member of the organisation. Councillor   
Johnson proposed that the PC does not participate as part of the Ramblers’ request but 
to share the information with CAT to review.  
Councillor Bacon raised a concern regarding a path from The Street to Back Lane/ Dale 
Lane, where ivy attached to a flint wall is overhanging, obscuring the highway and    
damaging the wall. Councillor Bacon will draft details to report to NCC Highways.  
 
All Saints Church 

 Councillor Bacon advised, that with advice from CAT, the churchyard cutting   
regime has been changed and there will be more informal areas with wild flowers. 

 The Annual Church Meeting will take place on 6th May when the Church wardens 
will be appointed.  

 
 
PLEASE REFER TO THE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS OF MEETING MINUTES 
  
 
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING IS 27th MAY 2026 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING WILL ALSO TAKE PLACE 
ON 27th MAY at 6.30 pm – 7.00 pm.  
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The Catfield News Team need you 
We are looking for a couple of people to help with the production of the magazine. 

Roles within the team are secretary, editor,  accounts and advertising. 
If you feel you could help in any of these roles, or would just like to find out a little 

more please contact  secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com 

Advertising space available in the Catfield News 
For just £50 p.a. you can place a business card size advert  

in the magazine for a year. Larger spaces are available if required. 
We would love to help promote local businesses by advertising them in the magazine,  

and if you do you will be supporting your local magazine  
as the income from advertisers pays for the printing cost. 

The magazine is delivered free to every house in Catfield and is 
 produced by a small team of volunteers.   

If you are interested in placing an advert please contact  
stevebeckley1@gmail.com or 

secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com 

CATFIELD PARISH COUNCILLORS   
 

Keith Bacon                                     01692 581314     keithbacon@broadland.net 
Janet Briscoe (Vice Chair )            07747 033056     janet.catfieldpc@gmail.com 
Graham Edwards                            07885 297213     premtelnet@aol.com 
Jennifer Harris                            07842 553478     jenben.harris@gmail.com 
Tim Harris   (Chairman)                 01692 580220     tim.catfieldpc@gmail.com 
Angie Johnson                           07770 581706     angiejohnson4@hotmail.com 
Neil Jordan                           07818 451907     neil.j.jordan@btinternet.com 
Polly Plowman                                                               pollyplowman80@gmail.com  
Ian Roberson                                  07876 193547     robey6815@gmail.com   
Scott Snelling                                  07522 238858     scott.catfieldpc@gmail.com  

Glen Bunting                                   07799 216533     gbunting50@gmail.com 
Clerk of  Parish Council            07555197530       catfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Parish Council website https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk   
 
All current Catfield Parish Councillors reside in Catfield and have been  
democratically elected. All Cllrs are happy for you to contact them at the above details.  

mailto:neil.j.jordan@btinternet.com
mailto:pollyplowman80@gmail.com
mailto:canaryrules69@icloud.com
https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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Encouraging amphibians with a small wildlife pond part 1 

  
It is possible to create a small pond in most back gardens, and owing to  
the demise of most species around our local area it is a worthwhile project. 
I bought a prefabricated small pond from Sutton Garden Centre, but a liner can be 
used, or even an old bath! A friend in Norwich has used one and it always has frogs 
etc. With any pond balance is important. Having the desired amount of submerged 
plants, such as Elodea Densa, 
is  important for the  
inhabitants to live and spawn 
in. However there is a natural 
occurrence called Photo     
Synthesis. These submerged 
plants are often called 
’oxygenators’ and with       
sunlight small bubbles can be 
seen rising from them, but   
anyone who has kept too 
many goldfish in a weedy pond 
will have noticed that this also causes oxygen depletion at night with pond              

inhabitants gasping in the morning !  
Alec Nisbet 

Our Wildlife pond surrounded with hostas  
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It’s June. Come and connect with The Museum of the Broads  
in a month of Broads connections. 
 
The first connection we always think about when it comes to June on the 

Broads is that June 23rd 1916 was the birth date of Joyce Lambert. 

Joyce Mildred Lambert changed the way we think about the Norfolk Broads. Brought up 

in Brundall and, after attending Norwich High School for Girls, she graduated in botany 

from University College of Wales. That was in 1939.  

In the 1940s she was encouraged by, among others, Norfolk naturalist Ted Ellis, to study 

local ecology. 

Talented and tenacious she carried out research that would prove the origins of The  

Norfolk Broads. Contrary to published and largely accepted findings of Professor        

Jennings she established that the Broads were flooded medieval peat diggings. They 

were man made. 

Today we’re proud to be able to exhibit some of her tools and even her typewriter. Come 

in and find out more about this important woman. 

Next we have a literary connection. Come in for this too -  
Saturday 13th June – Sunday 14th June  -  10am – 4pm 

The Coot Club Returns! 

What a  great connection this is. ‘The Coot Club’ by Arthur Ransome is still a favourite 

over 90 years on since its publication in 1934. The story of Dick and Dorothea and their 

holiday on Broads, their meeting with local people and their determination to learn to sail 

- so that they can impress the Swallows and Amazons - takes us back to a different time. 

Now The Arthur Ransome Society brings the story of ‘The Coot Club!’ back to the Norfolk 

Broads with a brilliant and nostalgic tribute to the story and its characters.  

Ex BBC journalist John Sergeant will be with us to launch the weekend, which will include 

showings of the films of the books. Watch carefully - you might be able to spot that some 

of the locations are at a certain well known museum. Just saying!  

And - admission to the The Coot Club event is FREE with your museum admission!  

And we love this connection between the Broads and its Crafts. 

Saturday 20th June—  10am – 4pm 

Crafts by the River ~ Rag-rugs!  

In this great event you can meet a ‘Marshman’s wife’ and discover how to make a      

traditional rag-rug. It’s a lovely insight into something that’s both historic and timeless.  

Come and connect with us.  We’re at -  The Poor’s Staithe, Stalham, NR12 9DA. That’s 
just off the A149 at the turning to Richardson’s Boatyard. 

 
We’re open six days a week - Tuesday to Sunday. You’re welcome. The kids are wel-
come (and if they’re under 12 they get free entry to the Museum). The dog is welcome. 
What are you waiting for? 
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     All Saints Church, Catfield 

             and the other churches in the Benefice 

June  Services                                                                                       

Sunday 7th June 10am Benefice Holy Communion 
 

Potter Heigham 

Sunday 14th June 10am 
10am 

Joint Morning Worship with Potter 
Heigham 
Holy Communion 

Catfield 
Ludham 

Sunday 21st June 10am 
10am 

Joint Holy Communion with Catfield 
 Morning Worship 

Potter Heigham 
Ludham 

Sunday 28th June 
 
Ludham Open 
Gardens 

10am 
 
10am 

Joint Holy Communion  & Baptism 
with Potter Heigham 
Special Morning Worship / Songs of 
Praise for LOG Day 

Catfield 
 
Ludham 

Sunday July 5th 10am Benefice Holy Communion Potter Ludham 
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 Richard Reid 
 
We, Pat and Margaret Reid, send heartfelt gratitude to all who have            
supported us after the loss of Richard. Your prayers, comforting words,     
practical help and of course the welcome, hospitality and refreshments after 
the memorial service – as well as many invisible and unlisted acts of kindness, 
have meant more than we can say. Thank you. 
 
I, Margaret, am writing this on the train home to Kendal, as glimpses of       
unknown communities flash past the train window. My phone lies beside me, 
untouched for now, as I know that opening the headlines is to be assaulted by 
a Pandora’s Box of world strife, division and repellent horror. I see how others 
in communities around the world have lost their loved ones – shockingly,    
brutally, prematurely and with no warning. 
 
I think of how, in contrast, we have been privileged to mourn in physical     
security and to grieve at our own pace. We were even able to prepare      
somewhat for our loss, rather than have it dropped explosively and violently 
upon us. 
 
But while drawing this distinction, I am more struck by an overwhelming    
similarity – by the networks of support that connect us. I am struck by the 
thought that this same congregation and community that have held us in our 
grief, is replicated within different countries and cultures around the world, 
including places where it is impossible to mourn in safety, whichever ‘side’ the 
bereaved are on. 
 
So, as I head back into the arms of my own local Kendal community, I feel an 

invisible web of connections, with the unknown towns and villages I see from 

the train window and with those thousands of miles away. But in particular I 

hold in my heart the Catfield congregation who have cared for us both and 

welcomed me so warmly. The words of the hymn ‘A New Commandment I 

Give Unto You’ run constantly through my head, because I have seen that love 

for one another in action and been the recipient of it. And I give thanks for it. 
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“Be still and know that I am God” psalm 46 verse 10 

One of the disadvantages of writing this piece for our benefice 

newsletters is that it is written two weeks before it is published. I 

write on the day of the King’s speech at the opening of a new   

Parliament. By the time you read this, we may, according to the 

more hysterical members of the national press, have a different 

Prime Minister, a new government, and no NHS. 

I know I am not alone in feeling anxiety at all these                    

pronouncements. What most ordinary people need is stable     

government, help for those who need it most, no discrimination, 

less hatred, security for ourselves and our families, an end to war, 

a quiet life, and a long, warm summer. 

The month of June marks the beginning of summer, a time when 

we are most likely to sit outside in the garden, at the beach, or in a 

park. This gives us the opportunity to be quiet. As the psalmist    

directed us, “be still, and know that I am God.” It is easier to feel 

these words when sitting in the sun, listening to the birdsong, and 

relaxing. When we repeat these words in our heads, it takes away 

the anxiety, and we know that it will all be all right in the end. In 

the words of Mother Julien of Norwich, all shall be well and all 

shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well. 

I wish you all a peaceful and relaxing summer.  

Lynda Savage AWA 
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We are looking for  
donations 

for the Bottle Stall 
@ Father’s Day Fete 

Sunday 21st June 
If you feel you could  

donate a 
 bottle for the stall  

     please contact  
     Dianne Fernee 
     2 Lea Road 
     Catfield 
    Tel 01692 581409 

Catfield Poppy Project 
 
Hello is there anybody out there     
who loves to knit or crochet. We        
are looking to produce a large           
installation for the church of          
poppies cascading down the wall    
similar to that seen in the photo. 
 
So we are looking for lots of lovely  
people to produce lots of poppies for 
us. Patterns can be found on British      
Legion site at  
https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk 
for both knitted or crochet              
patterns. Or you can contact  
Dianne Fernee on 01692 581409   
or ferneed252@gmail .com  

 

 
WANTED  

 
BRIC A BRAC  

for Father’s Day fete on 
21st June. 

If you have any              
bric-a-brac you need to 

 find a home for  
Contact:  

Pam Wellstead 
Mobile no: 07895742965 

or email :  
pamwellstead@gmail.com 

https://storage.rblcdn.co.uk
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Farming News 
 
I think it’s been 8 weeks now with only 15mm of rain and no rain in the forecast. So, it’s hardly 
surprising that all cereal crops and grass are struggling to grow. Crops of potatoes, sugar beet 
and maize have emerged but are not using much moisture yet. The maize has been drilled into 
excellent seedbeds because the cultivation techniques used maintain the soil moisture and the 
drill is a “direct drill” which doesn’t require cultivations before drilling. Lettuce crops that were 
planted at the end of February are about to be harvested. Again, the planting techniques used 
maintained soil moisture and the crops have grown well under the covers. Cabbage which     
matures later may need some irrigation. We really need warm nights and lots of rain, otherwise I 
think we are looking at a disaster on many farms. Future crop commodity prices have risen 
slightly as the market place becomes concerned about lack of fertilizer for the 2027 crops. This 
lack of fertilizer is due to the US war in The Straits of Hormuz which is restricting gas supplies. 
I’ve been trying to buy fertilizer for next year but normally available products to the UK are not 
available. We can get Nitrogen from Lithuania and some blends of Nitrogen/Sulphur, but not the 
products I’m used to buying. Muriate of Potash is mined in Yorkshire and should be available. So, 
I’m looking at Poly Sulphate which is mined 1200m down under the North Sea off Yorkshire. On 
some farms I’m even using a product called ASH, which is burnt chicken manure from Wales and 
a cost-effective source of Potash and Phosphate but is slow to be available to crops. 
It appears to be taking farmers by surprise that without subsidies some land is just not worth 
farming. It’s quite common to see bare fields at the moment. It may be that the farmers are 
waiting for some rain before drilling peas or maize, some might be about to be drilled with SFI 
options. But I’ve seen fields where its just not worth investing in a crop where money will be lost. 
I spent a day recently in the heart of Suffolk, spring barley had fallen down the cracks in the soil 
and beet had not germinated and the winter cereals were suffering badly. Crops at Catfield are 
better than that, so we should be OK assuming some rain arrives soon. 
In the dry weather pests are eating crops just to get some moisture. Hares and leverets are 
eating sugar beet, skylarks are eating sugar beet and pigeons and deer are eating everything. The 
problem is that damage now leads to no crop so they will have to be stopped. I did have a nice 
surprise this afternoon when checking my marshes, 7 Roe deer, one Muntjac and two red deer 
all of which did not see me as any danger and I could get quite close and admire them. The river 
was full of fish, the otters were feeding (hopefully on American Crayfish), the birds of prey were 
out. At Ludham there has been sightings of a Black Winged kite since Christmas, I’ve seen it   
maybe 10-15 times. However, it has appeared at Catfield, opposite Church farm with a similar 
friend. I’m no expert but I think the two I watched all day were White Chested kites which were 
feeding behind a plough, mixed up with a few seagulls. Buzzards are everywhere at Catfield just 
going about their business of killing everything smaller than themselves and on one occasion 5 
pairs were in a field I was cultivating queuing up for worms. 
The Environment Agency have completed their data collection exercise on the ditch in the Glebe 
land. There was no decrease in the level of nutrients at half term, so the school is doing nothing 
wrong. Interestingly the ditch in question has good water levels at the moment and wildlife in it 
is thriving. Surely nothing is wrong, despite the insane costs of the data collection.             
 
 AWA 10.5.2026 
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Tip:- To keep potted plants watered while you are away, fill a large container with water 
and put it next to the plants. Cut several pieces of string so that they are long enough to 
hang down to the bottom of the container at one end and be buried a few centimetres in 
the soil of the plants at the other end. Soak the strings until they are completely wet and 
put them in position. As the soil dries out capillary action will draw the water into the 
pots. 
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Chef’s Specials    

 
 
 

 

Cod in Tomato Sauce 

  
Ingredients 
2 tbsp olive oil 
4 pieces cod fillet, with skin 
1 large onion, finely sliced 
1 garlic clove, finely chopped 
4 large plum tomatoes, skinned, deseeded and chopped 
2tsp tomato puree 
1tsp sugar 
300ml fish stock 
120ml dry white wine 
2 tbsp chopped parsley 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 
Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 180C. Heat the oil in a flameproof casserole dish 

large enough to accommodate the cod in one layer.  Fry the fish, skin 
side down, over a medium-high heat for 1 minute or until the skin is 
crisp.  Turn over and cook for a further 1 minute. Remove with a slotted 
spoon and set aside. 

2. Add the onions and garlic to the casserole and fry over a medium heat 
for 4-5 minutes, or until softened, stirring frequently.  Add the tomatoes, 
tomato puree, sugar, stock and wine. Bring back to a simmer and cook, 
stirring, for 10-12 minutes. 

3. Place the fish on top of the sauce and bake for 5 minutes. Remove from 
the oven, lift out the cod and keep warm. 

4. Place the casserole over a medium-high heat and allow the sauce to  
bubble for 3-4 minutes until reduced and thickened.  Stir in half of the 
parsley and season to taste with salt and pepper. Divide the sauce      
between four warm plates and place a piece of fish on top of each. Serve 
at once, sprinkled with the remaining parsley.   
         D.S. 
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How Hill Trust 
Education team 
Our education team are heading into their busiest time of year. Plans are coming      
together for our Summer Family Events. Activities this year include pond dipping, clay 
animal making and a woodland trail. Tickets are available now from our Ticket Source 
site. www.ticketsource.com/how-hill-trust.  Come and find us at the NWT Swallowtail 

Day at Hickling Nature Reserve on Saturday 14th June. Have a 
go at thatching and grab a freebie. 
Swallowtail butterflies are one of the rarest and largest          
butterflies in the UK, almost exclusive to the Norfolk Broads.  
The caterpillars feed on milk parsley and are bright green in 
colour with black and yellow markings on their backs. They 
have bulging horns to scare off predators which can emit a 
smell if they feel threatened. The adults prefer to dine on     
thistles and ragged-robin and can be found enjoying a sunny 
day on spring flowers during late May and early June with a  
second brood in late July/August. 

 

Adult Visitors 
Hathor returned to the How Hill Staithe at the beginning of May for the Season.        
Originally the pleasure wherry of the Colman family, she is now owned and sailed by 
Wherry Yacht Charter. Natural Rise have again opened up shop for refreshments in the 
gardens of Toad Cottage. Plenty to see and do for a day out with the family. The azaleas 
and rhododendrons were a beautiful show in late May, carrying over into early June.  
The Chilean Lantern Tree is laden with its distinct red flowers which feel almost like  
plastic to touch and give way to velvet seed pods in the Autumn. Why not pay us a visit 
and go down to see the Wherry Yacht Charter. 

Saturday 11th July - Best of Norfolk Cuisine. Join us for a proper Norfolk Evening!  We’re 
hosting a night dedicated to the very best of our County.  Enjoy a feast of the county’s 
finest local ingredients.  It’s going to be absolutely bootiful!  Book your spot for a mardle 
and a masterpiece of a meal. £38 per head. 

Saturday 18th July - Wonders of Wherries at How Hill.  Join us for a fun day jointly       
organised with the Wherry Yacht Charter.  Wherries on display and trips available from 
the staithe with the Wherry Yacht Charter, How Hill House and House Gardens open, 
stalls, refreshments and live music.  Free entry 

Monday 27th to Thursday 30th July - Luxor to Ludham.  We have a few spaces left on this 
year’s Wherry Course. Two full days sailing aboard the magnificent Wherry Hathor and 
uncover the fascinating story behind her Egyptian-inspired design. Evening talks will be 
given by Egyptologist Faye Kalloniatis and Wherry Yacht Charter’s Wherry Consultant 
Peter Bower, offering unique insights into this historic vessel. £750 full board. 
 
Sunday 5th September -  Pudding Evening.  The return of our ever-popular pudding      
evenings.  One savoury course followed by four delicious desserts.  Which one will be 
the favourite? £30 per head. 

 
For all adult events contact our office for more details and to book. 
 Email secretary@howhilltrust.org.uk.  Tel. 01692 678555 

http://www.ticketsource.com/how-hill-trust
mailto:secretary@howhilltrust.org.uk
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RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS 

 Church of England 
All Saints’ Church, Catfield 

 Services – See page 14 for details. Rev’d Gary Noyes  - 01692 678842 
e-mail revg.waterside@gmail.com 

Judith Gardiner  - Licensed Lay 
Minister and Church Warden    
 judithgardiner5@aol.com or 

07826 848585  
Ros Bingham. - Licenced Lay        
Minister.   01692 583104 
taneish.bingham@btinternet.com  
Dr Keith Bacon  - Church Warden 
01692 581314 

Baptist 
Baptist Chapel, Stalham 

See www.stalhambaptist.org.uk for  
latest updates 

Pastor – Rev. Ron  
Skivington – 01692 582091 

Roman Catholic 
Saint Helens, Hoveton 
Sacred Heart,  
N. Walsham 

See  
www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com 
for latest updates 

Father Peter Raj  -  01692 403258  

E-mail parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com 

Methodist  
Ludham 
 

See www.eangliamethodist.org.uk or 
facebook pages for latest updates 

Rev. Lay Pastor Shaun Cushion 
– 01493 740237 
Alan Croft -  Steward  
 -   01692 582104   
 

Saint Fursey’s  
Orthodox Christian Centre, 
Sutton 

See website – www.saintfursey.uk Rev. Stephen Weston  
– 01692 580552 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SUDOKU 
Complete the grid so that every row, column 

and every 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 

Last Months Solution 

5  3  9   4 6 

9    6 8    

   4     3 

 5     9   

3 4      2 8 

  1     6  

1     6    

   2 1    7 

7 8   4  2  9 

8 4 5 9 6 2 3 1 7 

9 7 2 5 1 3 8 6 4 

6 3 1 4 8 7 9 2 5 

1 5 7 3 9 6 4 8 2 

3 2 8 7 4 1 5 9 6 

4 6 9 2 5 8 7 3 1 

2 9 3 6 7 5 1 4 8 

7 1 4 8 2 9 6 5 3 

5 8 6 1 3 4 2 7 9 

mailto:taneish.bingham@btinternet.com
mailto:parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com
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CATFIELD STORES  

& POST OFFICE 
Opening hours  

Monday to Friday     7.00am  -  8.00pm 

Saturday & Sunday  8.00am  -  8.00pm 

Bank Holidays          8.00am  -  8.00pm 

Tel: 01692 583489 

Green Gardens 
Landscaping 

est 2001 
patios, turfing and planting 

from one off jobs to complete redesigns 
www.greengardensnorfolk.co.uk 

                 Contact Chris on 

                  01692 581453 

                   07553 926892 

      THE CROWN INN  
The Street, Catfield NR29 5AA  -  01692 580128 

www.catfieldcrown.co.uk  Email us at thecatfieldcrown@hotmail.com 
 
                

Takeaways  
available  

during food service 
times 

Monday CLOSED 
Tuesday to 
Thursday 

Food 
Bar 

12pm – 2pm 
12pm – 2.30pm 

  6pm – 8.30pm 
6pm – 10.30pm 

Friday Food 
Bar 

12pm – 2pm 
12pm – 2.30pm 

  5.30pm – 8.30pm 
5pm – 11pm 

Saturday Food 
Bar 

12pm – 2pm   6pm – 8.30pm 
12pm though to 11pm 

Sunday Food 
Bar 

12pm through to 7pm 
12pm through to 10.30pm 

Articles for the Catfield News 
 

If you have an article for the magazine we would love to receive it, but please  remember to  
include your name as we do not print articles if we do not know who the author is. We don’t 
have to print your name, but we need to know who you are. 
 
Do you have a picture that you think would look good on the cover, or maybe an old picture of 
an area that has been redeveloped. Articles and pictures can either be  e-mailed to one of the 
team or dropped into the Catfield News box in the Catfield Stores. 

Deadline for receipt of articles for July magazine is 10th June 
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For all interior painting needs from start to finish  
call 07891 720601  for a free estimate  

  LUDHAM BUTCHER 
 

   Our own Sausages & Burgers 
     made on site 

 

          Local Pies & Bacon sold 
 

       Local quality beef, pork & 
lamb 

 
Ludham (01692) 678226 
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Michael Knowles 
Carpenter 

Jacarene 
New Road 
Catfield 

mknowles399@gmail.com 
07407326118 

ROOF REPAIRS scaffolding, 
flat roofs, pitched roofs  

& chimney repairs.  
Also facias  & gutters.  

All high-level maintenance 
work undertaken. 

Ring Leighton for quote or  
advice on 07766 563513 

 

 

THIS ADVERISING SPACE  

COULD BE YOURS 

Contact  

stevebeckley1@gmail.com 

for more information 
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Paul's Bricklaying services. 
Flint & Lime work, renovation,  

repair and new. 
Brickwork, Patio's ,Driveway's, Paving, 

Landscaping & Gardening. 
City & Guilds Qualified. 

01692 598179. 
paulsmut@hotmail.com 

paulsmut.wixsite.com/paul 

 

WHY LEAVE TO CHANCE WHAT YOU COULD 
 LEAVE YOUR LOVED ONES 

For peace of mind Custom Wills Ltd provides a FREE local 
home visit to suit you or appointment by video link. 
 

 Single Will Writing Service 

 Lasting Power of Attorney 

 Mirror Wills for Couples 

 Probate Specialists 

 Safe Document Storage 

 Fixed Clear pricing 

 
FOR A FREE LOCAL HOME VISIT TO SUIT YOU 
Please call to book an appointment and fee prices: 
 
Alan Fenn -  Norfolk & Suffolk Representative 
Mobile: 07799880177 Email: alanfenn@customwills.co.uk 
 
Head Office Address: 8 The Fields, Lower Caldecot, Beds, 
SG18 98A   Tel: 01767 682 609 
CUSTOM WILLS LTD ARE PROUD MEMBERS OF  
THE SOCIETY OF WILL WRITERS 
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Tel. 07547 451249 or 07927 206790 

Edward Boardman 
LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 

Providing complete foot care 
in the comfort of your own home 

5 DAYS A WEEK 
Treatments include 

Corn/Hard Skin Removal, Other Foot Treatments, Long Nails Cut 

t:01603 737452 m:07765 893913 
 

e:edboardman@googlemail.com 
www.edboardmanfoothealth.co.uk 
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SUTTON STAITHE BOATYARD 
 

UP TO 12 SEATER PICNIC AND DAY BOATS 
CANOES AND KAYAKS FOR HIRE 

 

Situated quietly on the picturesque River Ant at Sutton near 
Stalham. We offer self-drive environmentally friendly 
electric Picnic and Day Boats and traditional diesel launches. 
Canoes and  Kayaks too. We provide tuition, life-jackets and 
maps. Dogs are welcome.  Free parking. Gift Vouchers 
available 

Bookings 01692 581653 or  
email info@suttonstaitheboatyard.co.uk 

Find us on the A149  
between Stalham & Potter Heigham NR12 9QS 

01603 387400  

BURE VALLEY WOODBURNERS 
Multi Fuel Burners installed. 

        Chimney Repairs. Fireplaces. 
        HETAS REGISTERED 
          Chris Beardsmore 

Tel: 01603 736073 or 07717574659 
Chris@burevalleywoodburners.co.uk 

BUILDING WORK 
Extensions. Renovations. Garden Walls 
Lime Mortar Work. Fascias. Guttering. 

www.burevalleywoodburners.co.uk 

Rob The Window Cleaner 
 

Your Traditional Local Window Cleaner 
 

Reasonable Quotes for your Windows, 
Gutters, Conservatories & Fascias 

 
 

Contact Rob on 
07729833666 

 

CATFIELD VILLAGE HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
 

Are you looking for a location for an event or a class? 
If so, Catfield Village Hall is available for hire. 

Contact the Village Hall booking Clerk for 
more details 

Elainesmith364@btinternet.com  or call 01692 580056 



Telephone and Fax  
(01692) 582101 

Mobile 07774 734369 

HORIZON  
MOT  Centre  

Class 4, 5, 7, Cars, Large Vans,  
Minibuses, Campers and Motorcycles 

too. 
 
 

 
 

♦ FREE RE-TEST 
 

♦   FREE BULB FITTING 
 

♦   FREE WIPER BLADE FITTING 
 

♦   REPAIRS CAN BE DONE ON SITE 
 

Unit One,Horizon Estate, Catfield, 
Great Yarmouth NR29 5BG 

 

CATFIELD  

Jeckells              
Upholsterers, Covermakers & Chandlers 

To update the upholstery in your 
home, boat or caravan, call for a 

free quotation. 
Tel:01603 784488                                                     

email: jeckells@jeckells.net    
Riverside Road, Wroxham NR12 8UQ.  
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01692 580547   07765850365 
www.lockwoodplumbing.com 

Lockwood Plumbing 
Heating & Gas Services Ltd 

Gas Safe & Oftec Registered 

    Free Quotations 

    Boiler Installations and Services 

    Services on Gas, LPG & Oil Appliances 

    All Plumbing Jobs Undertaken 

 

 

THIS ADVERISING SPACE  

COULD BE YOURS 

Contact  

stevebeckley1@gmail.com 

for more information 
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Colin the Plumber 
  For Repairs and Renewal  
  of all types of Domestic  
  Plumbing e.g.  
  Bathrooms,  
  Radiators, Stopcocks,  
  Ball Valves and  
  Burst Pipes etc. 
  Please call: Colin at home on  
 

  01692 670657 or Mob: 07990 650331 

STEPHANIE ROWLAND 
NVQ Level 3 Hairstylist 

THE LITTLE STYLING HOUSE 
         |  Arcacia 

             | The Street 
          |  Catfield 

For all your styling needs     NR29 5AZ  07809442202 

01493 730085 

Ludham Carpets 
Carpets and vinyl flooring supplied and fitted,  

samples brought to your home, furniture 
moved and replaced as well as old flooring 

removed and disposed of. We also offer   
carpet and upholstery cleaning. 

 
07841277482 or 01692678322 
www.ludhamcarpets.co.uk 

Platten Pest Control  

Specialising in the Management of Wasps, 
Rats, Mice, Moles, Rabbits, Squirrels etc. 
Commercial, Agricultural and Domestic  
Locally Based, Family Run Business 
 
Please contact us on for a no obligation quotation:  

Tel/Fax: 01692 631173 Mobile 07711391839 
Web:  www.norfolkpestcontrol.co.uk  
Email: plattenpestcontrolnorfolk@gmail.com 

 

 

THIS ADVERISING SPACE  

COULD BE YOURS 

Contact  

stevebeckley1@gmail.com 

for more information 

 

http://norfolkpestcontrol.co.uk/
mailto:plattenpestcontrolnorfolk@gmail.com


Property maintenance for 
HOME& BUSINESS 

 All Work Undertaken 
Tel: 01692 598430  
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The Street Sutton NR12 9RA  
 Tel:- 01692 580424  Email:  

 info@suttonbuildingsupplies.co.uk 
 

BUILDING SUPPLIES,  
AGGREGATES, CEMENT, TIMBER 

PAVING, FENCING, BRICKS, 
BLOCKS, DECKING,  

INSULATION, DRY LINING,        
CELOTEX 

 SLEEPERS, DECORATIVE STONE  
PAINT, STAIN, 

FENCE &WOOD TREATMENTS 
PLUMBING, DRAINAGE FITTINGS 

GUTTERING & DOWNPIPES 
D.I.Y.SUPPLIES, 

SHEDS, SUMMERHOUSES 
GREENHOUSES, 

LOG CABINS, STORAGE & 
GARAGES 

OPEN DAILY 8am- 5pm 
SAT 8am-12 noon 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Your Friendly, Local Electrician 
Lighting Design Specialist 

Electric Heating, Storage heaters, Security lighting, 
Showers, Repair/Testing, Water Heaters, Emergency Breakdowns 

All work fully guaranteed, 
free advice, survey & estimates 

Broadland & North Norfolk Area 
GLEN ROGERS ELECTRICAL LTD 

Mob: 07774 103426 
www.glenrogerselectrical.co.uk 

“Point House”, Common Road, Three Hammer Common, 

Norwich NR12 8BP 

Tel:-
mailto:info@suttonbuildingsupplies.co.uk
http://www.glenrogerselectrical.co.uk
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Residential & Commercial Property                                           

 Landlord and Tenant  Business & Partnerships                     

   Wills & Estate Planning  Probate & Estate Administration 

 Trusts  Powers of Attorney & Deputyship                             

 Civil Litigation  Inheritance Disputes 

6 High Street, STALHAM, Norfolk, NR12 9AN          01692 581231 
Station Road, WROXHAM, Norfolk, NR12 8UR       01603 783818 

www.capronandhelliwell.co.uk 
enquiries@capronandhelliwell.co.uk 

CATFIELD NEWS – Contributions & Advertisements 
 
Items for inclusion need to be received no later than 10 th of each month. Items can be  
e-mailed to the team, contacts detailed on page 2, or left in the Catfield News box in the  
Village Shop. Articles should be no more than 400 words and have the contributor’s name 
attached, but the name does not have to appear in the magazine. 
The Catfield News aims to be a magazine of local news and events and although we cannot  
always guarantee to include all items received, we will always give priority to Catfield news and 
events. If you have something you would like published in the magazine, please contact one of 
the team.  For Business advertisements or small Classified Ads., please contact one of the 
Catfield News Team for details. 
Catfield News items are published in good faith with every effort made to ensure accuracy of 
content as given to us.  No liability can be accepted for inconvenience arising from error or  

omission. The views expressed in Catfield News are not necessarily the views of the Team.  

We are dependent on our contributors for content. Sometimes the material they submit may 
have copyright attached, and we ask our contributors to check if this is the case. Nevertheless, 
sometimes material gets past our extensive editorial process. If we have inadvertently reprinted 
copyright material please accept our apologies. If any copyright holder feels they have had their 
work taken without permission, please contact the Catfield News Team and we will ensure due 
acknowledgement is made. 


